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even o Flavans, would be eqnal to the Ranking
of Vigksbhurg against the numerous birds of
prey on the scent of the spoila,

Qur Parls Pashlons Letor.

Qur Paris fashions lotier, which is to-day
e sparklieg as it always has been, sturiles
us by the announcement of lwo events of no
{ small interest and importance. The first ia

Tue Fire Devu-rlmsu..

The anvual rveport of the Fire Dopartment
for the year 1867 has just been issued. 1%
aliows a most heslthy and efficient condition of
thipgs in the departsent—economy in manage-

i fraleoned upon the molst ol‘ Buropean
Helntions of the spme pame, and Laving Lhe same
guneral seope of plum aud purpose. A variety of
very infuresting papers, bearing upon lopics ger-
maln to social sclenee and huwman advaocement
have already been submitted to the convention and

[ toctare suiled lo the stormy Ablanlic; the
woalth of the Indies pours round the Cepe of
Good Hope; grass grows in the desp caravan
rats of the Persian empire, of Arabia and of
Syria; their cilies disappear with the trade
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kuumbor of other equally lulerestlpg papera ar
81Ul to be read,

canalag no lttle commicent in oMelal circles st Wash-
Ingion. The hinpression prevails thal a basis of set.
tiemuont has been agreed upon which affords o fair
pirospect of removing every cause of dissatisfaction,
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rumor that prominent republigans aredntriguing to
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Europe.

Thi cabie reports are dated November 14,

Flie proyvisional government of Spain bng declared
tue freedom of the colonial ports.

Buron von der Heydt, the Prussian Finonce Min-
ister, states that the floancial Miticultes of Prussis
are bl transitory.

Nothing has been published yet in Berlin reapect-
ing Prossia’s position regarding the Alubaing claums,

Count von der Goltz has resigned a9 Prusajian
Ambassador to Parls, and Herr von Werther has
been anpuinted in his place.

Rosdinl, the great composer, died yesierday in
Tara

London—Consols, 045 fve-twenties, 741, ; 1linols
Centrals, *w: Frie shares, 26:  Liverpool—Cotton
—Middling uplands, 1001, Lobndon- Linseed o1,
£,

Australasin.

Our Australinn ¢orrespondence 18 dated Octoler 1.
The recent outbreak In New Zealand indicates the
pulicy of the patives to be extermination of the set-
ers or themselves, The war has assumed a rell-
glous nspeel, & new sect, called  Huu-haus, baving
wprang up, and whose growth ls marked by a bum-
ber of wtrvctties, On the Sth of September a force
of Britisl troops had an encounter withi the natives,
B wiieh the troops were defeated with o heavy loss,

The French colunists of New Caledonis have been
recently serionsly embarrassed with native troubles.
BMany setllers were murdered by the savages, who

electoral vote for President,

North Caroling gives tirant 12,000 majority. In
e Feventh Congressional distriet, Joues, republican,
s clevted by over 200 majority. The district has
been clalmed by the democrats by & large majority,
Aboart thirty young men of 8t Louis, Mo,, under
U leadersliip of several old filibusters, have formed
an organization with & view to raise recruits for an
expedition 1o Caba,

Twolahorers were killed by a land slide iu agravel
pit near Goviner, Mass., on Friday.

Lord Mounek, late Governor General of Canada, and
fwmily salled from Quebec yesterday by the steamer
Nestorlan. it is believed that the new Oovernor
Genoral of the ¥ew Dominion {8 alveady en route fur
Canwla on board the sleamer Austrin, due at Quebee
g few durs,

1

The City.
Aboul ha'l-past asven o'clock yesterday morning
the ferrybout Hamilton, on the Fulton ferry, in en-
lering the sip on the New York slde, ran into the
fereyboat Unlon,  The Hamiiton was crowded with
[risscugers, most of whom had congregated on the
furwurd part of the boat and severa! of the more
exposed, scelng o colilsion was imminent, jumped
into the river, The crash on the boats coming to-
gother was learful, kiliing two passengera andd
wonnding some tlurty others. The aceident was
eaused solely by the Incompoetency of the wan acting
a2 pliot of the IHamilton.
General Grant apd Mrs, Grant and Generals Dent
and Dadean left yesterday morning for West Point,
where they will remain untll Wedneaday, when the
party will return to this clty en routs for Wush-
ington.
The Governor elect has accepted the ofer of the
Seventy-fivst regiment N. (. 8, N. Y. to escort him
to Albany on the day of his innuguration.
Yesterday two steamers gailed from this port for
Liverpool and Queenstown, one for Glasgow and
Londouderry, one for London, one for Havre, four
for New Orleans, one for Mobile, two for Savannsh
and four for other Southern porta.
During the last gquarter the nomber of lotters
from Europe recelved at the Post OMce in this city
wus 038,111; number forwarded to Europe, 1,003,650;
total number, 3,004,701, The total amount of postage
recetved in the same time was $260,300.
A democrat is to convey a republican in a wheels
barrow from Sixth avenue, near Bleecker atrect, 1o
the HERALD bullding, on Monday, in payment of an
election bet,
The Cuban filiboster expedition now organizing in
hia city 18 protounced a huge swindle,
The pmmber of arrests by the city pollce last week
waa 1,447,
The amount of taxes recelved at the Tax (ol-
leetor's oMee last week was $1,156,013; total collpe-
tions on the st tax levy, £10,652,264,
The stock market was strong sod excited yester-
day. Gold glosed at 1547,
With but few excepions the markels were ex-
fremely  quiet  yesterday,  Coffee was  slow
of  #ale but firm &t former pricea, Cot-
ton was fairly actlve but trregular, and prices
of the lower grades receded Yoo per pound,
the market closing at 24){c. for middling upland,
On "Chonge fAour was sparingly dealt lo bot un-
changed in value. Wheat was in fair demand but
1¢. a 2e. lower. Corn was dull and nominal, while
oats were In moderate request and s shade lower.
Pork was dull and pominal. Beef was a trifle more
active and steady, while iard was qniet and heavy.
Whiskey was frm  wilh & moderate demnnd.
Freighta were tolerably active and firm. Naval
atores were dull but firmly Leld. Petrolenm wos ex-
ceclingly quiet, but prices were firm, closiug at

t

finally broke fnto open revolt agaiust the govern-
duent. iho revolt, however, has been suppressed,
the natives severely punished and the golony i8 more
Alourishing and prosperous than ever hefore.

¢« Affairs in the Fecjee Islund4d are more unsettled
Ahaw ever. aud 8 bioody war has been fnsugurared
Jrtween the settlers and natives, in which the parties
vie with each other fn deeds of crueity and luhu-
guunity, The natives appear to have rocovered their
gelish for human fdesh, and several Instances are
wited in wiich they killed and ate prisoners taken in
YJuttle. King Thakombau has paul the first instal-
Fuent of the debt due the Unliwd States, The com-
Juander of the Britsh war steumer Challenger at-
tacked andd destroyed a native village, Xilling torty-
wue savages gnd wounding a still larger number,

Cootral and South Aweriea.

By catle we learn that the alliedd army I8 before
Angpstura, The Paraguayans came out in force and
attucked It But were repulsed with o loss of 350
kiiled snd wounded. The position held by Lopez is
thonght to be unassailable. The romor that Lopez
Yad shiob s two brothers s fully condraed, Gen-
eral MeMahoo, the new United States Minister to
Paraguay, bod arrived at Rio Janelro eu route to the
peone of Lis lahors,

Another revolution has hroken out in Colombia,
O the 16th uit, Ignacto Guiterrez Vergara, Governor
of the State of Condinamarea, progougeed sgninst
the general government. Toe President of Lhe re-
public bmmedistely called out the mational troops
il eantors] (he rebel Governor anad all his fol-
Jowers,  In other parts of the repubilie the frends of
Vergura have risen, and & gensral clvil war s
Jouked npon as inevitalee

Panama 8 kept o & eonstan! state of glarm by
fears of an attack by Qs revolutionists, aithoagh
none hinve yot beea #0en in the vicinity of the vity.
Tie decrec of (e Bxecutive to double the comimnae
cial tax on alt merchunis has not yet been anforosd,
and has been protested against by all the forcign
Consuly, A fellow calling himsell Captoin Janes
Smiln Las been arvested in Panama for stealing o
letter of credit from a Mr. Sargent, of San Frao-
Cisco, 1L is belleved that Smith 1« one of the gang of

roblbwers who operated 0 extegsively on the plalos
Lt wHener,

In Perm come Indieations of revolation are to be
pereeived, although Prestdeat Balta by his
cnergy and slernnces, fhiown Wia abllity 1o qmekly

nas,

Put an el lo any ordinary uprising.  The adminis-
tration has woted pobly owards the suffereie by the
earthguakes and s maturing plans 1o afforl perma-
nent relief to the thousamds who flod themselves

ruined by that eatastrophe, Cotngoess has pasqod &
vote of thinks to General Hover, United States Min-
dster to Pero, on accovut of LA generous conduct
Quring the earthguases,  Adigirad Turger and the
offcers of the Tulied S'ates Navy are alsoe very
kindly remccibered for thelr services on what oogd
Rl

Efforte are Belng made by the hberal party In
Phifle to ¢ifect reforing 1o thie glection laws, secure
pecieet Aberty tothe pross, and to protect the judl-

tlary frem sl'acks origing |.,’ solely In the passions
of politic o) partied, These efotios are redlsted by

the adus istration, hu' ire wrged with vehemenoe
by the s of the people,  Ou the Lith vlt., B s0s
vere enioopaake was felt at Coplaph, widelh 1njured
thirty-eigi boildiogs and caused goont counterons
uen mmong ihe inbhabitonts,. Scrvernl yvolouwuges o
the @outl of Chile are Ju active operation,

The Meteers,

The disp'ny of meteors on Friday night was wit.
messed in all parta of the United 6 o from Mawsg.
ehuscits o California. Our despaichos stite Ut

the shower was far wore brilliaat
of last your,

A cable telogram snnounces that great prepars
tions were wade In England for tie observance of
the meteors on Friday night, Lut the hoavons wore
mo obescured by clouds that poue were visible, Last
pight, however, & brillaut duaplay was wiinessed
AL Oxford Universty,

Mincollnnrone,

than Vhe dispiay

o

13730 a Mo, for erode and 27 %e. for refined,
Prominent Arrivals in the City,
Genoral Lo E. Webb, of Wisconsin; Judge R. R,
Sloane, of Sandusky, and R. R. Bridges, of North

Carolina, are at the St. Nicholas Hotel,

Willlam Prescott Smith and Y, W. Renfleld, of
Pennsylvania, are at the Coiman Housa,

Judge E. F. Mahon, of Mississippr; Judge T. F.
Fuller, of Nevada; General F. D. Callender and De,
I 8. Knight, of the United States Army; Dr. F, 8,
Day, of San Franciseo, and Dr. Brolasiz, of Callao,
Pern, are at the Metropolitan Hotet,

RBobert Urquhart, of Japan; Captain J, L. Case, of
Saratoga, and Dr. Dawson, of Torouto, are at the
St Charles Hotel,

Theo. F. Randolph, Qovernor elect of New Jorsey,
and P. Brignoll, of New York, are at the Clarendon
Hotel,

W. 8. Grasbeck, of Cincinnati, and Congressman
Charles O'Nelll, of Peunsylvania, are at the Fifih
Avenue Hotel,

General W, DL Coshing, of Cleveland; S, T. Fair-
ehild, of Cagenovia, and Mr. Livingston, of San Fran-
ciseo, are ot me llu‘rm-m lluuse

Our l'nelm- Nailways=Their ( ‘ommorcial
nud Political Elfect on the World.
The lirst great period of the world's com-
mercial history ended when Vasco de (Gama
doubled the Cape of Good in 1408, Previous
to this date the trade of India with Europe
amonntad to a few thousands of tons annually,
which trade found its way at an immense cost
of time and lubor acrosa the Persian empire,
Asintie Turkey and Arabia. These countries
then stood between the two commereinl ter-
mini of the world-=India and the Mediterra-
nean.  India then, already old and stagnant,
seaveely full the touch of this traMe. Light as
it was, however, it gave civilization to tha
Mediterranean shores. Tyre hecame to the
great Inland sea what San Francisco is now to
the Pacific Ocean. The new trade gave n
wonderful impnlse and was pregnant with opu-
lent cities which it scattered broadenst over
the Persian empire. The wealth that was
poured into Syria produced an extraordinary
advancement in the arts, sciences and civili-
zation. It built up the fumed Jerusalem and
gave it such wealth and architectural splendor
that the tide of war surged around its walls in
more sieges than ever fell to the lot of any
olher eity in history. As the trade developed
{taelf  Aloxandrin aprang in grealness and
extended its civilization to Greeee, Rowme,
Carthage, and then Venice felt its fmpulse, and
in turn dictated to the world.

The Mediterranean commereial cities were in
their full tide of splendor at the end of the
fiftcenth century., They lad received (leir
civilization, their religion, thelr arts und sci-
ences from the interchange of products. Thoese
gave a forward impulse, enlarged the ideas of
gatesmen snd of people, enabled them to ap-
preciate art, forced inventive talent into action,
built ships suited to a limited navigation, and,
in genoral, puve the highest brain growth of
tat perfol,  Bat the whole development was
narrow,  Tiwas the earavan, the oar-propelled
vezeel and the pathway of animal traffic,

Now the world, entering upon the sixteenth
eentury, faces about and  breathes west-
ward, The Mediterranean staggers under three
recling Mows—that of Columbus, of Vasco de

The meeting conveued ln Chicaze woopirpose | Gama and of Magellan.  Frange, Portugal,
of organizng a “;"*“-'" ek Assoctation, | gpain and Eogland, full on the western
a0 will be secn by our repovi of tus procecdings - e
chewhets. at {hett mecond o n Wednsviay European confing, find employment for their
waGptedd s the basds of el ¢ 0t Ve oge womi-clvilized I‘"'Uph tition !{JI‘II‘I“ into exist-

puialion of e AmOCAG &

The rumored sottlement of the Alabama clams 18

of the times, piodidds dn intense mental im-
pulse in Burope. The werld has swelled out
and requires more brains. India now feels
the western touch ; ordinary products mingle
with the rare, and trade takes Immense pro-
portions,

The tide sweeps on for three centuries ; the
commercial nations roll thelr surplus popula-
tion into the New World; steamboats, rail-
roads and telegraphs force the wildest com-
mercial projects into realitios, and progress
in fall tension awaits & further development
in a {hird and culminating period. The
third period will date from the completion
of the Pacific Railroad. Four hundred and
sixty thousand tons of freight per year are ready
al the linking of its rails to pass across the
Continent. England awaits its completion to
change her Australian steamship line from
Panama and make Australin tributary to San
Francisco. France and Holland will commn-
nicate by this route with their Indian colonies.
The advantages of our geographical posi-
tion mnke 1t as inevitable as fate that the
whole world must pay tribute to North
America, This tribute will, however, be but
a amall tax upon the immense advantages
which it will reap in exchange. It may be
said that the energy of the world here concen-
trated is working for the general good of man-
kind and not with the simple idea of national
agerandizement. In  building our Pacific
railronds we shall do more for the dormant
magses of Asla than has been done for them in
the last three thousand years. We ghall draw
upon them, and this will force them to
produce. We shall have a closer contact
with them, for their doors now face
ourd. We shall thus be able to exchange
ideas, resulling in great mental as well
as material gain to both. The capaeity of Asia
for trade, virtually untouched as yet, will now
take new forms and receive new impulses by
being placed in such Immedinte relationship
with the whole civilized world. It is impossi-
ble to caleulate the effect of the influences thus
brought to bear on Eastern Asia. Old dynas-
ties must go down, ideas of religion and of life
be completely changed and the Asiatic mind
take new and strange directions. Europe, con-
forming to the chunges wrought, must recog-
nizo in the United States the favored land des-
tined to deal civilization (o the nations of the
oarth.

With onr Pacific railroads we shall make the
world homogeneous, cut down national barriers,
break the marked distinctiveness of races,
orush national jealousies, teach one half of
mankind what the other half is, show to Asia
that Europe has valuable ideas, and #ice versa,
and that either possesses elements of civiliza-
tion foreign to the other. We shall make our-
selves the schoolmaster of (he world, and
while we dispense its blessings shall teach the
best method of making use of them.

For ourselves, our railways to the Pacific
will 3o make us the highway of nations that
the very interest taken in uninterrnpted com-
municalion across our territory will be our best
safeguard of unbroken nationality. If, further,
we would estimate the natural result of our
menns of communication upon our future
waoalth, commerce and civilization, we have
only to look at the results upon Europe of the
firat two periods of imperfoct commercial inter-
change to feel that America strides onward to
o great desting—that to be an American citi-
zen ia greater than to be o king.

—

The Whiikey Frawde=Diillcully of Reoache
Ing Them.
A hundred millions of dollara a year are
atolen from the government, The revenue is
defrauded of an amount more than sufficient to
pay the current expenses of the government, if
economically administered, and more than the
government ever cost before the lale war,
This fact is as undeniable a3 it is startling.
Who will not =ay, then, that we have the most
inefficient and corrupt government on the faes
of the carth ? Probably there is no parallel to
it in history. DBut what is worse and more
astounding still is that these stupendous frauds
cannot he reached and the eriminals punished.
So powerful is the combination known as the
“whiskey ring,” andl such enormous wealth has
it with which to defeat investigation and the
ends of justice, that all efforts to prohe the evil
have failed. We saw how Binckley failed, and
now we see that Judge Fullerton and others,
honest and talented men, are badgered, ham-
pered and paralyzed in the same cause. The
President himsell socoms Lo be powerlese, The
trath is, the heads of the Treasury and Inter-
nal Revenne Departments and even the mem-
bera of the Cabinet are either directly con-
cerned in the frands or Lave powerful
and  intimate friends who are. To
gcreen themselves or these friends they throw
obstacles in the way of investigntion. Itis a
curions fuet, too, that immedisiely a move-
ment is made by the Executive to probe these
frauds the Congressional Tnvestignting Com-
mittes steps in and, under the preience of aid-
ing inguiry, actually defeats it. Mr. Van
Wyck pretonds to be the head and most
nctive member of that committee, and if any-
body could find out the frands he ought, for
lie has & number of relatives of the Van Wyck
fawily holding prominent offices in this eily in
the interanl revenne service. How many
relatives or friends has Mr. MeCOulloch or Mr,
Roliing in this service or the whiskey business ?
IHas Mr, Evarts any? What political in-
flaences are at work to scrcen the guilty ¥
Something s radically wrong with the high
officials of the government or the frauds wonld
be exposed and prevented, They are either
guilty of wiltully screening the defrauders or
are incapable of performing the duties devolv-
ing upon them. Io either casze they ought to
be suspended without delay. The President,
who is bonest and means well, undsubtedly,
should act at once, should suspend all those
who bold responsible positions and fail to do
their duty in proteciing the Treasury. That is
the only way to veach the evil, With o new,
honest and capable set of men we aball get at
the truth and prevent frands in future, This
the President should do promptly and leave
the vespousibility with Congross to sustain him
or the Treasury thieves. Whatever Congregs
my do the people will approva of Lis aplion

i Awociation | engd; Wio sbigrocds give & new upval geohic 7 nad hopor bim (or Bis cousare,

that gave them birth, A new civilization, born

ment,  faithful dischargs of duty on the part
of the employés end gener:! activity in the
suppression of fires, The well-di>eiplined and
soldierly mind of the President of the U'ommis-
gioners, (Jeneral Alexander Shaler, has ev:-
dently impressed itself most effectnally upon
the entire force, and the consequence is that
n thorough system of discipline exists which
renders the paid department infinitely more
effective than the old volunteer system, excel-
lent as that was in many respects. The
department is indebled a good deal also to
the sagacity of Colonel T. Bailey Myers,
who, together with General Shaler, visited
the fire departmenta of all the leading cities
thronghout the country, made a careful investi-
gation of the different systems and embodied
their experience in a valuable report which
has furnished immense information towards
the better organization of our own department.
There has been a variety of opinion as to the
comparative efficacy of the new and the old fira
organizations, but we think that experience
leads us to the new as the better system, One
fact alone, as stated in the report before us, is
of importance. It is this, that during the
past year only one case of robbery at a
fire had been taken cognizance of, the police
protection afforded by the firemen themeelves
being sufficient to protect the most valuabloe
property. We know that this was not the case
under the old system, nor could it be ex-
pected, hecanse the moh, composed mostly of
idlers and rowdies, continually hung on the
skirta of the regular members of the Fire De-
partment, took a hand at the “machine,”
created dire confusion, destroyed all discipline
and proved too much for the ordinary police
force allotted to duty at a great fire. This
evil has been remedied by the admirable
method of mililary subordination which Gene-
ral Shaler has infroduced. As the present de-
partment increases in time of service the de-
cline In the number of digastrous conflagra-
tiona iz apparent. For instance, the destruc-
tion by fire during the year ending in Novem-
ber were 873, involving a loas of $5,711,000—
& reduction from the losses of tho
previous year of $717,706. With an
equivalent progressive improvement we may
hope to see the losses by fire gradually
reduced until the wholesale destraction which
in former times devastated whole blocks and
millions of property shall exist no more. The
expenses of the paid Fire Department may
appear upon the surface to be greaier than
that of the volnntary system; but we muet
mensure the expense by the value of the ser-
vice renderad. The appropriation for 1865 was
$895,000.  OF this amount $700,000 was used
for the pay of the officers aud men, the rest
was absorbed for repairs of machines and
buildings, the construction of new steamera
and other contingent expenses. The number of
men employed is 504. There are in aclive ser-
vice 34 steamers and 9 hand engines, wilh 8
steamers held in reserve for emergencies. The
number of buildings used for the department is
63, and they are represented to be now, under
the management of the new Board, in a cleanly
and perfect condition. Ho alsn with the ap
paratus, the harness and horses. The men
are reported, on the testimony of the district
engineers and foremen, to be in a complete
stato of military diacipline, well uniformed und
filled with an honest pride in the service lo
which they are devoted.

Some good suggestions are contained in the
report with reference to the storage of such
dungerous combustibles as nitro-glyeerine,
gunpowder and petroleum oil. It is earnestly
recommended that more stringent laws shonid
be enacted in this regard. We have had
some terrible examples of the danger acerning
from the storege of these articles in the eity
and around the docka recently, and it is to be
hoped that the Legislature abont to assemble in
January will pay some altentlon to the warn-
ing of the Fire Commissioners. In such a
service as our firemen are engaged accidents

which result in  disabling  individuals
of the foree are necessarily un-
avoldatle, and we are glad to per-

ceive thal the Commisaionors are not unmind-
tul of the suffercea. It isa rule wisely and
charitably established that all dizabled fire-
men sball be transforred from active duty to
the easier post of bellringers as goon ng they
are able to perform thut work. There appears
to be some iinprovement necessary in the fire
alarms and telographs in certain distriots of
the city—a matter which should be, if it has
not already been, attended to, The system of
street boxes for telegraphic alarma, nsed in
many of the Western cities, might be employed
in the metropolis with equal if not greater
effoct, inssmuch as we have a larger area of
danger to cover.

Upon the whole, the acconnt which the Fire
Department gives of itself ia highly satisfac-
tory, nnd is calenlated to inspire confidence
in the minds of the property owners and citi-
zens generally. There are, doubtless, many
improvements which mny be made in the de-
partment, but with so clear a head aud so well
trained an official in charge of the department
a8 Cieperal Shaler we have no reason to
presume  that improvement will not follow
improvement until the whole organization is
perfect, - : e

Creniean Avesirss, —We publish elsewhero
to-dny o fagrant violation of clerical ameni-
tles. It seems that an Episcopal clergyman
from n distant diocese, who was inviled last
Sunday to address the Sunday school children
of a church not & thousand miles from Wall
street, indulged himaell in an entirely unjuatifia-
ble strain of vituperation ngainst the priests of
the Roman Catholle Church. He denounced
them e “Romish” priests, an *‘go-called”
gpiritual fathers, and did nol hesitate to stig-
matize the ceremonies of that Church us
“ahominations.” Surely this was nol an ex-
emplification of the Christian churity which it
is the holy office of preachera of every denomi-
nation to practise as well as to rqtommend.

Juvar 8o,—The Beorstary of the Treasury is
opposed to anything like & wrry in the prose-
ciution of Fullerton's fesearches into the
whiskey frauds, and Vikewise to any precipi-
tate action upon tha disclosures mado against
cortain ofMicigty, Meantime the whiskey vings
remain nksot,

Auid that's the way Lie monsy oo,
o goes b Woadsel

the promulgation by the Emperor of all the
Russias of a ulkase probibiting the entrance
of Puris fashion journals into any part of
his vast empira, “Russian ladies are not to
be taught aboul panniera nor to be told that
tac¥ wear their evening bodices much lower
than Yarisian domes, Polish Indiey are
striotly forbidden also to wear toquets; and this
ig, all enivreed,” adds our correspondent, *‘by
the same Eniveror who was quite enraptured
when bere by th¢ Grand Duchess, toquet and
nigrettes and all!” Our correspondent,
allowing that some of the fashions in the
“advanced capital” of the French empire are
“absurd, overdone, ruinous, suicidal, and so
on," is, nevertheleas, of opinion that ‘‘this cru-
sade against fashion journals will but give
them greater presiige,” and, moreover, put a
stop to many of the very curious guestions
and answers which now appear in those jour-
nals, Some of these yuestions, futile as they
may seem, are such as no young lady can
know withuut being told—for inslance, the
question as to “‘whether there is any parti-
cular shupe for a priecst’s shirt distinet from
olher ehirta.” To what & lamentable state of
iznorance will this new ukase of the Czar con-
demn hLis fair gubjecls!

The second event is a meeting lately held at
Stutigart, ut which a motlon was voted insist-
ing on the nocessity of modifying the toilets of
ladies, “‘So far, so good,” says our corre-
spondent; *I approve that Paris should not
lay down the law exclusively; but a committes
waa organized at the close of the German
meeting, composed of painters, doctors and
acientific tailers, who are henceforth to set the
atyles, after deliberation. I I were a husband
this new system would alarm me extremely.
The getiing up of one’'s wife by a painter is
surely as objectionable as the turning out of
one's wife by a milliner, and the chalking over
of ore’s wila by a tailor cannot be more agreen-
ble." Russia and Germany are manifestly
throwing fashion into anarchy. The *‘‘fash-
ionable constitution of women" i3 in danger,
and our American ladiea are advised in the
midst of these revolulionary movements to
remain neafral, like France in regard to Spain.

We must refer our lady readers to our Paria
fushions letier for a detailed description of the
most unique among the latest toilets—a morn-
ing robe, an elegant evening costume without
& train (to be wora by a lady invited to the
second serics of invilations to the chatean at
Compitgne), a hunting costume for a huntress
who dows not hant, the new *‘plain and pretty
costumes, with Styrian hata” (for one of which
an Awmerican lady i4 responsible); a “‘new
flower gtar for the forehead” and the very
newest and very (asteful fashionm, set at the
first performance of the “‘Périchole,” of “‘hav-
ing buttons and jewelry of the same shade as
ribhon sashes, worn behind.” The *“Péri-
chole,” by the hye, is, we are told, no less suc-
cegaful at the Varidtis thun the “Grande
Duchesse,” and it will probably be equally suc-
cessful when brought out in New York at
Fisk's splendid Operu IIouse

The Clh- l?lllb'n.ﬁm
There I8 an active Cuban filibustering orguni-
zation in this city, largely made up of dis-
banded soldiers from onr late civil war, ready
for any military enterprise promising good pay
and fat pickings. Dut there must he some
money in the movement, and, assumicg that
the leaders have men of means to back them
up, the question still recura how they expect
to be reimbursed for their outlays ? The plan
of operations is, first, to secure the independ-
ence of Cuba, and, secondly, annexation to the
United States. Of course with the aanexa-
tion slavery would be abolished, for our fode-
ral “‘constitution as it ia" says that “‘peither
slavery nor involuntary servitnde shall exist
in the Uniled States, nor within their jurisdie-
tion, save in the punishiment of crimes,” &e.
But in the goverameat of Cuba, first as a
republic, and next in the work of transferring
the island, and next in it government as a
State of the Union, the leading filibusters no

«doubt expect to be handsomely rvewarded,

while it is probable that many of the ialand
sugar and tobacco plantera and manufacturers
are roady to give up their slaves for the advan-
tages of froe trade and fall political and sociel
communion with the United States. There s
something, too, so extortionnte in the Spanish
taxation of Caba that o transfer to our Custom
House and internal revenue taxes would be a
greal relief. These Cuban filibusters, then,
have somethiag to bmild upoa, and so they
will be apt to go ahead.

Physleal and  Other Convelsions of Sauth
Amerlen,

Simultancously with the announcement that
enrthquakes are again shaking up the southern
ha!f of our Continent we have the newa that
revolution has broken ont afresh in Colombia,
This (ime the conservatives have made an
attempt (o got possession of the liberal Prosi-
dent and overibrow the presest ovder of
things—not quite a year old. The State of
Panama presents the same picture as other
States.  What does thris mean?  Are the
South Americans atill so stupid as not to see
that the commercial interests of foreigners
are ready to sympuathize with liberal or
conservative, just as wmay suit? In all
Spanish American countries foreignera are
“pefther fish nor flesh, nor yet good red
herring.” So we flud them conservatives
now; they will be liherals fo-morrow; any-
thing the next day; afier the dollars always.

Let the people of Bonth America study
and adopt General Grant's motto—Let us have
peace. This Continent s eminently one for
industry, and Uncle Bam must have peace to
earcy oub the termg of bls grant in the New
World,

Gexmeat  Geane's  Movesgsts--&eneral
Grani, from his (ying visit to this city on
Friday, last, deparied yeslordny Wost
Point and will probably reburn  Lhis way,
en voute for Washington, lo-morrow or next
day.  We understand that ho will apend seve-
ral days here belors lonving va agolo, and that

lop

during hin sojoura the Union Leagne Club
will give him « gquiot but prieocly recopiion,
We naapect that these sorties of the Genorsl

from Waabington are shrowdly dosigned (o
poatter the oflicegraloen.  Tha idoa ia w good
one: bul a shoph trig Yo Londpn aud Uaris. o

In the Heraun of w-duy we give aceounta
of the grand metsoric display, us witnessed all
over this Continent, on the evening of tho 13k
and morning of the I14ih inst. So far as
detalls have reached us—and we bave ac-
counts from almost every State in the Union—
the display seems io have boen ona acale of
fagaituds quite as grand as that of the cor-
responding period of last year, Our savane
bave again been at faalt, The meteoris
shower was not wholly unexpected; but it
was confidently predicied that it would be seen
only in the Pacific Ocean and would not he
visible until an advanced hour of the morning.
It is undeniable that in this pantioular
department modern science is sadly behind.
These material phenomens are not new. They
have been wiinessed al irregular intervals
from the very earliest times. In the ages of
darkness and superstition they were not un-
naturally looked upon as special indications of
the: pleasure or displeasure of the gods. We
have got beyond this beliel; but what (hesa
brilliant visitants are, to what canse or causea
we are to aliribute their appearance, we are as
mich in darkness as ever. [f is now a grow-
ing conviclion with many that at this partiou-
lur season of the year they bave, circum-
stances being fuvorable, been visible from
the very ecarliest times. This, however, is &
point which we are willing as yet to leave
to the learned in meteorological phonomena.
This much, at least, it is now safe to say—that
the time has come when the whole subject
should be fully discussed and whea the
wits of the wisest shonld be taxed to answer
the following and kindred questions: First—
What are these falling or shooting stars, as we
coll them? Second—Do we come inio contact
with them after the intervals of long ages? or
might they not be gecn at all times if' only we
occupied & fuvorable point of observation?
Third—What conneciion has their visible
manifestation with terrestrial and atmospheric
disturbances ? or have they any such connee-
tion?

The Fulton Ferry Accident.

In another place in this day's Henarn we
give full details of the shocking accident which
occurred yesterday morning at Fulton ferry.
The delails speak for themselves more elo-
quently than any words of omrs can. (i is
certainly to be admitled that sueh nocidentis
are of rare occurreace. One such acoi-
dent, however, is sufficient lo inspire the
community with just and well-grounded
alarm. There are thousands of our people
who, from the necessities of the case, have
no choice but to entrust their lives twice a day
to the safe keeping of our ferry compunies.
1t is a notorions fact that the ferry companies
are miserably unworthy of the trust thus
reposed in them., It would not be difficult
to multiply evidence to prove that the
safety of the puassengers is allogether
o secondary consideration with the managers.
In this case, however, we have to deal with
the servamts rather thon with the masters.
We have no fault to find with the deck hand
who was temporarily entrusted with the man-
agoment of the boat and who waa directly the
cauge of the catastropbe. It is impossible,
however, lo find langnage sufliciently strong to
denounce theconduact of the pilot, There ianok
one word to be said in his favor. By hianeghi-
goence two persons have been killed and thirly
persons have been wounded, many of them
seriously, some of them, perhaps, fatally. In
a community like ours it is an absolute neces-
sity that the culpable negligence of this wan
be severely punished. Tt is unpleasant to be
compelled so to write, but an example must
he made. Out even of this great calamity
good will have come if it hustens the erec~
tion of & bridge over the E:mt rivvr

OUrR STANDISG Amn —Aocurdlng to the
report of the Adjutant General prepared
for December the regular army of the United
States is 45,741 men, whites and blacks, ox-
clusive of 4,340 in the engineer corps and other
specialties. Put the whole army force in
round numbeors at fifty thousand men, and it
does not appear large in view of the demands
upen it in the South among the (urbulent
witites and blacks and in the West among thae
hostile Indians. General Grant has been cut-
ting it down all the time, but he will have a
fairer tield for vetrenchment after the Ath of
March next, including the Freedmen's Bu-
reau.

Tug Sovraery Ku Kuvx Kuass, It fs re-
ported that the Ku Klux Klans of Arkaneas,
In consequence of the discovery of their signm
and pass words by the Slate nuthorities, have
burned up their records and have suspended
operations till further orders from their
general headquarters at New Orleans. We
guess that in view of the incoming adminis-
tration at Washiogton the best course for the
whole Ku Klux organization and for all othee
secrel political disturbers of the same churac-
ter down South, on either gide, will be W din-
band, dlsperse and go into some honoat.calling
ad 000 us pu)umh.c
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A doipoorpt 13 to lote o repubilean in a whoel.
bacrow from Bixth avenu?, near Blecokor sireet,
0 the Herano bullding, oo Toesdoy asxi, sleling
ut hulfpast two o'clock P M. Thii Is to sojtle &
wager on the late election, $1,000 being slaked as
forfeit in the event of the non-fuldi@oeut of Lae berns
of the bet,

It would seem the Nicolzon pavoment b coming
to its logitiniste end—to the fre, On Friday n rang
of laburem took up & portlon of the tareod Qooring
nowr Dookman strest, and 8ot 0 1o a jolly blace, o
the comiort of the poor woman st the appie atand
neut by, It was taken ap, howevor, (o rplaccinent.
Fitewr tong would it stand Broadway?

Tne transmogrifieation of Tammany Hall fom
connel! ohammber for the Sachiems of “iho grod Wos
waslied, unterciied democracy™ (o a vacledes con-
cort hall was commenced yesiorday, The (-‘n'-gln-
Jjun® in the niche over the enirance to the protons
i wigwam™ still looks excevdingly pale: but by
the time 1he Yhravor' have geloctod anothier Yhappy
hunting ground™ e may probably recover Lt ol
nal roscale complexion.

The attention of the palice nulhr-ritlcn 18 ngain dl-
rocted to that insuficeable nuisanee of coxcminba
and pickpoetels who congrogate around the doors
of our metropolitan churchies every Sumday, and
whn, a4 soon as the congregntions are dismicsed
fromn divine servies, siring Vhemselvos' aiong the
@iftmione the beitor 1o choke up \he Wharoughlare
wid pir thele nefations avocations l[ tht pottea
will bus skt thene salutly Iees s s on afber they
Lafivn o church fover Indies will e slarsd ont of
mumh nanos and fowar persoas ‘Wil be relloved of
tieain o ko sl W ulebRe

—




